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KRISTA VALENTINE/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force
Second Lt. Sherry Mattson, left, a contracting officer for the 374th Airlift Wing, Yokota Air Base, Japan, gives the oath of enlistment
to her father, Chief Master Sgt. Brett Allison of the 35th Operations Group at Misawa Air Base, Japan, on Monday. Following his

re-enlistment, Allison flew in an F-16 with Col. Michael Boera, 35th 0G commander, as part of the 35th Fighter Wing's final flight of
fiscal year 2004.
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States

Artificial heart death: An Indiana
‘man who lived with an implanted ar-
tificial heart for 147 days has died,
the heart manufacturer said.
Danvers, Mass.-based Abiomed
Inc., maker of the AbioCor artificial heart,
said Don Graham, 73, of New Albany, Ind.,
died Sunday “of causes related to device op-
erannn
statement released Monday by
Abmmed did not elaborate on the cause.

Peterson trial: Scott Peterson’s defense
called a witness to suggest that his pregnant
wife’s abduction and murder may have
been the result of mistaken identity — a
crime carried out by perpetrators seeking to
attack a woman who looked just like Laci
Peterson.

Defense lawyer Mark Geragos noted Mon-
day in Redwood City, Calif., during question-
ing of Modesto police Detecuve Craig Gro-
gan that authorities had received a tip early
on from a woman whom the lawyer only
identified as “Michelle” about the possibility
that Laci’s killing may have been a mistake.

Abortion doctor shooting: A man who
confessed to shooting an abortion provider
did so only to win the release of a woman
who helped him evade capture, his lawyer
argued Monday in seeking to have the con-
fession thrown out in his upcoming trial in
Buffalo, N.Y.

The lawyer, John Humann, said James
Kopp’s confession was the result of a deal
between Kopp’s former attorney and the
government that trampled on Kopp’s rights.
The former attorney, Bruce Barket, was
also representing the woman, Loretta
Marra, at the time Kopp made the state-
ments to reporters, Humann said.

Rightto-die case: The parents of a
woman in the center of a right-to-die dispute
said Monday they will continue fighting to
keep her alive despite a recent legal setback,
and are putting their hopes on winning a
new trial in a Thursday court hearing.

Bob and Mary Schindler were dealt a blow
last week when the state Supreme Court
struck down a law rushed through the Legisla-
ture last fall to reconnect the feeding tube of
their daughter six days after it was removed.

D.C.-area sniper attacks: Convicted teen-
age sniper Lee Boyd Malvo formally
agreed Monday to plead guilty to a second
slaying and a wounding during the October
2002 shooting spree that left 10 people
dead, his lawyer said.

Malvo will accept a sentence of life in pris-

s Tracker ... What's new with old

JENNIFER H. SVAN/Stars and Stripes

Teachers and parents train: Sollars Elementary School teacher Deborah Turner, left, and

Jea

Hill, parent of an Edgren High School student, practice role playing during School

Advisory Committee training on Tuesday at Cummings Elementary School. Teachers and par-
ents at Misawa Air Base, Japan, elected this year to serve on school advisory committees and

received training Tuesday from Department of Defense Dependents Schools-Pa
trators on their roles as committee members. Across DODDS P:

adminis-
, there are 45 school

advisory committees that advise their school principals on educational issues.

on without possibility of parole and plead
guilty to capital murder for killing Kenneth
Bridges and attempted capital murder for
wounding Caroline Seawell, attorney Craig
Cooley said.

World

Human embryo cloning: One of the cre-
ators of Dolly the sheep, the world’s first
mammal cloned from an adult, said Tues-
day he was seeking permission to create
cloned human embryos for medical re-
search.

Tan Wilmut, who led the team that created
Dolly at Scotland’s Roslin Institute in 1996,
said he had applied for a license from the
government to clone cells from sufferers of
motor neuron disease to discover how the
debilitating condition develops.

Russia-U.S. extraditon dispute: The U.S,
ambassador to Russia said that Moscow ¢
Washington stand united in the fight agamst
global terror and sought to soothe Russia’s
anger over U.S. asylum for a Chechen rebel
envoy, according to an interview published
Tuesday.

Russia has angrily criticized the United
States for granting asylum to Ilyas Akhma-
dov, an envoy for Chechen rebel leader

Aslan Maskhadov, and also fumed at Britain
which gave refugee status to another
Maskhadov envoy, Akhmed Zakayev.

Nagasaki survivor payments: A South Ko-
rean survivor of the World War II atomic
bombing of Nagasaki is entitled to receive
his medical allowances even though he
moved to South Korea, a Japanese court
ruled Tuesday, reversing an earlier deci-
sion by city officials.

The ruling comes too late for Choi
Kye-chul, who died in July. But it is expect-
ed to have an impact on similar cases of
other atomic bomb survivors living abroad.

Business

WorldCom deal: U.S. telecom giant World-
Com, now called MCI Inc., won a moral vic-
tory Tuesday when a European court ruled
that European Union antitrust regulators
should not have issued an order blocking its
aborted bid in 2000 for rival Sprint Corp.

Although the compames have no inten-
tion of reviving their aborted tie-up, which
was also opposed in Washington, the deci-
sion makes it easier for MCI to pursue any
future deals by wiping the regulatory slate
clean in Europe.

Stories and photo from The Associated Press
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Okinawa hases keep eye on lingering Meari

BY DAVID ALLEN
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa —
As Okinawa breathed a tentative
sigh of relief Tuesday, expecting
Typhoon Meari to veer away
from the island, Sasebo Naval
Base and Kanfo Plain bases
braced for a dousing as the
slow-moving storm weakened but
still churned its way northeast.

“We don’t believe this storm
will come back on us. But you
never know,” Tech. Sgt. Glen De-
Mars, noncommissioned officer
in charge of Kadena Air Base’s
18th Weather Flight's Combat
Weather Team, said Tuesday.

The typhoon became stationary
in part because it lacked a driving
force once it passed to the west of
Okinawa, DeMars said. “We be-
lieve a cold front now over China

and Korea will pull it to the north-
east and it will continue on a
track toward Kyushu.”

Sasebo, in southern Japan, re-
mained in TCCOR Tropical
Storm Watch on Tuesday after-
noon, with forecasters expecting
no major threat from the typhoon.

The closest point of approach to
the base was predicted to be
about 106 miles to the southeast,
the forecast stated.

“Confidence has been upgrad-
ed to extremely high that destruc-
tive-force winds of S0 knots
(about 58 mph) or greater will not
occur with passage,” the forecast
stated.

At Twakuni Marine Corps Air
Station in southwestern Honshu,
TCCOR Three was issued Tues-
day afternoon at 1 p.m., with the
typhoon predicted to pass about
112 miles from the base, accord-
ing to a base spokesman.

The Joint Typhoon Warning
Center in Hawaii forecasts Meari
to weaken to tropical storm status
as it passes over land, passing
over the Kanto Plain within 40
miles of Camp Zama, Camp Fuji,
Atsugi Naval Air Facility and
Yokota Air Base on Friday night,
with winds up to 50 mph.

But Tuesday the storm lin-
gered off Okinawa’s coast for a
second straight day, giving stu-
dents at Department of Defense
Dependents Schools an unexpect-
ed day off.

Air Force and school officials
decided canceling classes would
be safer than facing the potential
chaos of sending students home
early should Typhoon Meari,
which means “echo” in Korean,
mimic its name and reverberate
back toward the island.

“It's just sitting out there,” said

DeMars. “It’s moving to the north-
east, but not at a breakneck
speed.”

hoon Meari was about 120
miles west of Okinawa on Tues-
day morning, with winds of al-
‘most 120 mph churning at its cen-
ter. Winds at Kadena were
clocked at 46 mph at 9 am.

The island’s military bases
went into a “Storm Watch” condi-
tion Sunday afternoon as Meari
passed some 90 miles to the
south, whipping the island with
winds gusting to 70 mph.

Little damage was reported.

The bases remained in Storm
Watch throughout Tuesday.

“I've been here for four years
and we've never been in Storm
Watch this long,” DeMars said,
noting that typhoons in the area

Nari lingered for eight days, pass-
ing over the island as a trop;
storm, then making a U-turn, gain-
ing strength and hitting the island
again with winds of 113 mph.

The storm then spun in a sta-
tionary pattern some 150 miles to
the west of Okinawa before turn-
ing back and passing over the is-
land for a third time, with winds
of 68 mph.

Typhoon ~ Meari  appeared
anti-climactic by comparison. It fi-
nally picked up speed and began
moving away from Okinawa by
midday Tuesday, heading to the
northeast at a leisurely 9 mph.
Bases on Okinawa returned to
normal conditions of typhoon
readiness for this time of the
year. The season s latest typhoon,

eMars said, “should be out of
our hair.”

are extremely
In Septemper 2001, Typhoon

E-mail David Allen at:
allend@pstripes.osd.mil

Navy medical, dental
commands set to merge
completely by early 2005

BY GREG TYLER
Stars and Stripes

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan —
Although patients probably will not
notice the change, the merging of the
Navy medical and dental commands’
financial systems is to come to com-
pletion Friday as phase one of a Navy-
wide plan to completely blend the
two health-care functions.

The complete disestablishment of
the dental commands as separate en-
tities is predicted to be complete in
early 2005, according to a Navy news
report Tuesday. The surgeon general
of the Navy first announced the con-
cept last spring.

The Navy Personnel Command’s
independent review of dental com-
mand structures cites an anticipated
“cost avoidance of $4.4 million” over
the next five years, the report stated.
Officials said the goal is an “im-
proved management process while
maintaining the same high standard
of care.”

For instance, the U.S. Naval Hospi-
tal at Yokosuka Naval Base operates
medical with dental operations on
mainland Japan at Yokosuka, Sasebo
Naval Base, Atsugi Naval Air Facility
and Yokohama Annex.

Bill Doughty, a USNH Yokosuka
spokesman, said much of the cost
avoidance comes from deleting dupli-
cated efforts.

“The Navy identified more than 90
duplicated functions at dental and
medical commands. Do we really
need two separate awards boards,
for example? Integration is expected
to increase efficiency and streamline
services,” he said Tuesday after-

More than 95 percent of the Navy’s
treatment faciliies — dental and

medical —are in the “same building
or within a short walking distance,”
the report stated.

Doughty said physical changes at
the Japan facilities are limited, but
still evolving.

“Frankly, most of our customers

may not notice a change,” he said.
“We do expect, however, to increase
efficiency while still providing the
same high-quality service to all of
our patients.”

Capt. Carol Turner, chief of the
Navy Dental Corps, stated that
speedy completion of the plan is ben-
eficial.

“The quicker we can consolidate,
the faster we can streamline our pro-
cesses, eliminate duplicate functions
and optimize manpower,” Turner
said in the report. “The early integra-
tion also gives our Navy dental lead-
ers a chance to focus on expanded ca-
reer opportunities through integra-
tion into the total Navy health deliv-
ery system.”

‘According to Turner, the benefits
of integrating the two areas of Navy
health delivery are numerous, for the
patient as well as for the provider.

Doughty’s assessment is much the
same.

“Integration is expected to im-
prove business practices and not af-
fect the already high quality of
health care services we provide,” he
said. “Staff members may have
fewer meetings to attend and more of
an opportunity to focus on patient
care, so one thing we may see fairly
quickly is improved access to care.”

He said leadership reahgnmenl is

The hook-up

PHOTOS BY WILLIAM H. Ram:
CoNesy ot e U8 Navy
Above: Sailors at the Landing Signal
Enlisted School at Yokosuka Naval
Base, Japan, practice vertical replen-
ishment evolutions by connecting a
cable from a load to an SH-60F

being studied. “We're still
details, but leaders from both U.S.
Naval Dental Center Far East and
U.S. Naval Hospital, Ynkusuka areal-
ready working together.”

In addition, he said, the number of
personnel assigned to the command
should not change significantly.

The Navy’s medical and dental
treatment facility integration is part
of a Navywide initiative by Chief of
Naval Operations Adm. Vern Clark
designed to “reduce overhead costs
and improve productivity and mis-
sion effectiveness by identifying new
methods to recapitalize and trans-
form the force,” added the report.

E-mail Greg Tyler at:
tylerg@pstripes.osd.mil

helicopter of

rine Squadron 14. Vertical replenish-
ment is the on- and off-loading of
stores while ships are under way.
The squadron, from Atsugi Naval Air
Facility, Japan, is part of the USS
Kitty Hawk strike group.

Right: Seaman Christian Castillo of
USS Fort McHenry connects a cable
from a load to an SH-60F helicopter
of Helicopter Antisubmarine Squad-
ron 14 at Yokosuka.

Top right: Aviation Warfare Systems
Operator 2nd Class Bennie Ro
from Oakland, Calif., of Helicopter
Antisubmarine Squadron, 14 practic-
es vertical replenishment evolutions.
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KRISTA VALENTINE/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force
Second Lt. Sherry Mattson, a contracting officer with the 374th Airlift
Wing, Yokota Air Base, Japan, signs re-enlistment papers Monday
at Misawa Air Base, Japan, after administering the oath of enlistment
Monday to her father, Chief Master Sgt. Brett Allison, 35th Operations
Group, Misawa Air Base.

‘Doesn’t get any better’

Daughter re-enlists father at Misawa

BY JENNIFER H. SVAN
Stars and Stripes

MISAWA AIR BASE, Japan —
Second Lt. Sherry Mattson forgot
her lines as soon as her dad
smiled.

A contracting specialist with
374th Contracting Squadron at
Yokota Air Base, Japan, Mattson
was at Misawa on Monday to
repay a favor to her father, Chief
Master Sgt. Brett Allison, superin-
tendent of 35th Operations Group.

After logging 26 years in the
Air Force, Allison was to re-enlist
one last time. Enlisted members
must get an officer to administer
their ~enlistment oath. Most
choose their commander or imme-
diate officer-in-charge; Allison
asked his daughter.

“It's kind of that continual feel-
ing of pride in what she’s done,”
the chief said. “It's almost inde-
scribable.”

The two have shared many mile-
stones: Mattson was her father’s
escort at his chief induction cere-
‘mony, and last May, Allison com-
‘missioned Mattson upon her grad-
uation from the University of Wis-
consin-Superior and Air Force Re-
serve Officer Training Corps.

The chief found a legal loop-
hole that allows a notary public to
administer the oath to commis-
sion an officer in the military.
Typically, either an active- duty

This time, with Mattson read-
ing the oath, father and daughter
had come full circle.

“As far as having your child
re-enlist you, I can’t say for sure
it's a first, but I don’t know of any-
one else,” Allison said Monday
after his re-enlistment ceremony.

Mattson said she memorized the
oath — “about five or six lines” —
the night before but stumbled
when her dad started to smile.

“I just broke down laughing
and T'lost it and then I had to bust
out the notes,” Mattson said.

Allison said he smiled at the
part where he was to swear to
obey officers appointed over him.
“Just at the i lronv, ” he said. One
of those officers “just happens to
be my daughter.”

Also Monday, Allison flew in
the back seat of an F-16 in one of

two hourlong sorties to mark the
end of the 35th Fighter Wing'’s fis-
cal 2004 flying program and more
than 10,000 flight hours.

The chief’s first ride in a fight-
er and having his daughter re-en-
list him made the day memora-
ble, he said.

“I've been in the Air Force 26
years and have always wanted to
fly in a fighter,” he said. “To final-
ly get the opportunity and then to
be able to roll this in there, it just
doesn’t get any better than this.”

or retired officer
commissioning oath,

E-mail Jennifer H. Svan at:
svanj@pstripes.osd.mil
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13 Royal Maces to fly
Super Hornets to Atsugi

BY NANCY MONTGOMERY
Stars and Stripes

A lucky 13 Royal Maces will be flying what could
be their longest mission as they pilot their
brand-new Super Hornets from California to Atsugi
Naval Air Facility, Japan.

The squadron, also known as Strike Fighter Squad-
ron (VFA) 27, is set to return to Japan on Thursday
after four months’ training on the new aircraft at
Lemoore Naval Air Station, Calif. The retraining fol-
lowed a decision to trade the F/A-18C Homets the
squadron had been flying for more-powerful one-seat
F/A-18E Super Hornets. The jets cost $57 million
each, according to the U.S. Navy Fact File.

Flying back is the easiest and most efficient way
to take delivery, said Lt. Cmdr. John Bernard,
spokesman for the Kitty Hawk strike group, al-
though it will be among the longest flights the avia-
tors will make in the aircraft. During training, as
well as bombing runs durmg war, missions typically
last a few hours or les:

How long it will lake the aircraft to fly 5,475 air
miles is unclear. It takes a commercial aircraft
about eight hours. The Super Hornet’s two engines
deliver a top speed of more than Mach 1.8, accord-
ing to GlobalSecurity.org, but the plane’s increased
fuel consumption when flying full throttle makes it
unlikely it will travel at top speed.

The Navy declined to say when the jets are to
leave California.

Bernard said the aviators would land once at an
undisclosed location to sleep. Also, at some points
along the way, the Super Hornets will be refueled in
the air from U.S. Air Force tankers.

“To get that far, you've got to get a lot of gas,” Ber-
nard said. “You have to go to the big gas station,
which is the Air Force.”

The aviators will land at Atsugi “in waves” every
few minutes, be greeted by Air Wing officials and re-
unite with their families.

In all, some 200 aviators and support crew spent
time in California to learn to fly or fix the aircraft,
said Brian Naranjo, Atsugi spokesman.

This will be the second squadron of Super Hor-
nets in Carrier Air Wing 5, which flies from the deck
of the USS Kitty Hawk when deployed. Last fall, the
first Super Hornets — two-seaters — arrived, replac-

ing a squadron of F-14 Tomcats and their aviators.
The Tomcats, though beautiful and widely loved,
were being decommissioned.

“The transition to the Super Hornet is part of a

Try us out for 3 months for FREE!
Yokota's Officers' and Enlisted Clubs

long-range plan to replace current forward-de-
ployed naval forces units with newer, more capable
aircraft,” stated a Navy release. “The Super Hornet
is fully capable of conducting bot
alr (o -ground combat and support missior
he Super Hornet, the Navy’s newest strike fight-
er 1523 percent larger than its predecessor, offers
increased range, greater endurance, more-powerful
engines and can carry more payload, according to
the Navy.

It also can serve as an aerial tanker, fueling other
Super Hornets, according to various reports. That
will mean increased efficacy during operations be-
cause the fighter-bombers won’t have to wait for the
older, slower planes that traditionally have served
as tankers.

In Carrier Air Wing S, that was the S-3B Viking,
flown by the Fighting Redtails of Sea Control Squad-
ron (VS) 2. Originally designed for anti-submarine
warfare during the Cold War, the Viking lost some
of its macho image when it was reconfigured to pri-
‘marily provide

But now the Viking, nicknamed “the Hoover” be-
cause it sounds like a vacuum cleaner, is being
phased out of the Navy within the next five years, ac-
cording to news reports. The Fighting Redtails are
to be decommissioned sometime in the next few
months.

“There is no plan right now to put another squad-
ron in their place,” Bernard said, “because the capa-
h:lmes lhey have are incorporated into the Super

e

And because the fighter/bomber jets no longer
will have to wait for their tanker to arrive, they’ll be
able to fly farther, faster. That, Bernard sald means
“better service.”

The air wing still has two squadrons of Hornets.

Royal Maces left the Kitty Hawk in May, fly-
ing their Hornets to California. That they were
re-training to fly Super Hornets was an open secret
for some time; it even was posted on a Navy Web
site. But the Navy, concerned about necessary proto-
cols with Japan, did not officially release the news
until last month.

e Super Hornets can be a somewhat touchy sub-
ject because their added power means increased
noise, and Atsugi Naval Air Facility, once remote,
now sits in the middle of a populous area.

The Navy has tried to ameliorate noise from air-
craft operations by doing as much practice as is pos-
sible on the remote island of Iwo Jima.

E-mail Nancy Montg at: d.mil

New Members

ng Live Music and Entertainment Win  Club Bucks L c
Football Frenzy Parties TVs Receive 3-months
Free Membership Festivities Prizes
Family Events Money  Check Cashing - Yen Conversion
Pool/Crud Tournaments Long and convenient hours
Weekend Cheer
Affordable Food Enjoyable Contests Discounts B ges Fri Darts

New members,will be'sig nedu tolwinland eX|§1jngmemhg5§‘

e alre‘auy‘en er 0 DD cardCrednsnfs 310001611000 oF
\ H l‘l‘ mg nur2004 memhersh pj'rge“

ur/Air;Force Services/Club today!

o
i




Thursday, September 30, 2004

- STARS AND STRIPES -

3 ) PAGE 5

Change of command

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — Rear
Adm. Gary R. Jones is to pass command of
Amphibious Group One to Capt. Victor
Guillory during a ceremony Friday at
White Beach Naval Facility, Okinawa.

White Beach is the command and con-
trol staff headquarters for Essex Amphibi-
ous Ready Group’s Task Force 76. The
ARG ships operate from Sasebo Naval
Base. Guillory also will serve as command-
er, Amphibious Force U.S. Seventh Fleet
and commander, Task Force 76.

Guillory comes to Japan from the office
of the Chief of Naval Operations, where he
was branch head for warfare systems. He
will be promoted to rear admiral for his
new post, according to information provid-
ed by Amphibious Group One.

Guillory served as operations officer on
the USS Vincennes; executive officer of
the USS Gettysburg; commanding officer
of the USS Underwood and commanding
officer of the USS Lake Chaplain.

Jones, who commanded the group for 15

months, will take command of the Naval
Training Center, Great Lakes, 1L

Seventh Fleef commander Vice Adm.
Jonathan W. Greenert is to be Friday’s
guest speaker.

Truman Bay sewage spill

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan —
Now there’s one more reason not to go swim-
ming in Truman Bay: Officials estimate
some 1,000 gallons of raw sewage went into
the bay Sunday, after a sewage line rup-
tured on one of the base piers.

The rupture, near a shore-side flange lo-
cated on the floating pier containing berths
10 and 11, was noticed at about 10:45 am.
Sunday, Yokosuka Naval Base officials said.

They said the line was “immediately se-
cured” and that “appropriate containment,
clean-up and remediation actions” were
taken. Japanese officials were notified, they
said, and the break has been repaired.

Mike Chase, base spokesman said the esti-
mate of the spilled sewage was just that, an
estimate, based on “the amoum of time,

flow, etc.” Chase said the cause of the rup-
ture was being investigated.

The rupture occurred in the berth sys-
tem, which connects to the base-wide sys-

tem of sewage pipes.

Thunderbirds at Misawa

MISAWA AIR BASE, Japan — Weather
permitting, the Thunderbirds perform at
Misawa on Thursday in a show open only
distinguished guests and those with access
to the base.

The U.S. Air Force Demonstration Squad-
ron is performing here as part of its 2004
Pacific tour and in celebration of the Japan
Air Self Defense Force’s 50th anniversary.
On Thursday, the flightline opens at 1 p.m.
The show is to start at 1:30 p.m. with a
JASDF F-2 demonstration. The Thunder-
birds are to hold a ground demonstration at
2:30 p.m. and the air show at 3 p.m.

Food, beverages and Thunderbird memo-
rabilia will be available at the show, and
demonstration team members will sign au-

tographs after their performance. The
team, based at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev.,
last visited Misawa in 1994.

Two shuttles running from the North
Area and main base exchange will take peo-
ple to the flightline from 12:15 to 5 p.m.,
with a break in shuttle service during the
air show. Parking near the flightline will be
limited. Falcon Drive near the west end of
the runway will be closed from 2:55 p.m. to
4 p.m. Wednesday and Thursday.

For more information about the Thunder-
birds, visit their Web site at www.air-
force.com/thunderbirds/.

Yokota gate changes

Yokota Air Base, Japan, announced gate
changes to ease traffic congestion during
peak times.

The supply gate now will be open until
6:30 p.m., and the South gate will be open
to inbound traffic from 7 am. to 8 am. and
to outbound traffic from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. on
weekdays.

From staff reports
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Blogs becoming public letters home from Iraq

BY ELLEN SIMON
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Spc. Colby Buz-
zell's squad was on a mission in a
poor neighborhood in Mosul
when two Iraqi boys ran up carry-
ing old artillery shells. “Give me
dollar!” they said.

Another came carrying bullets
and demanding money.

“Then, all of a sudden, this real-
ly skinny Iraqi kid comes running
up to us with a f— HAND GRE-
NADE in his hand,” Buzzell
wrote on his war blog. “ ‘Drop the
f—— hand grenade! Drop it now!’
We all started yellng. The litle
still with this proud smile on
i face the said, ‘Look what I
just found” just dropped the gre-
nade on the ground, and walked
over to my squad leader and said,
‘Give me money!” ”

The grenade didn’t go off.

The squad leader explained to
his men that an Army division
that had been in the area earlier
had paid children for weapons or
unexploded ordnance.

For Buzzell, it was grist for his

iary,
hltp /cbftw blogspot.com, whose
fans range from soccer moms
and truck drivers to punk band
leader Jello Biafra. Before the
counter dropped off the site, says
Buzzell, he was getting 5,000 hits

ay.

Iraq war blogs are as varied as
the soldiers who write them.

Some sites feature practical
news, pictures and advice. Some
are overtly political, with more
slanting to the right than the left.

Some question the war, some
cheer it.

Buzzell and a handful of others
write unvarnished war reporting.

A few of these blogs have been
shut down, and Buzzell, an infan-
tryman in an Army Stryker bri-
gade, says he was banned from
missions for five days because of
the blog and has stopped adding
new narrative entries.

Sean Dustman, a 32-year-old
Navy corpsman from Prescott,
Ariz., started writing his blog,
http://docinthebox.blogspot.com,
after reading other war blogs.

“I was entranced with their sto-
ries,” said Dustman, who recently
returned from six months in Iraq.
“This where the real news that
mattered to me was coming from,
unlike what you saw through the
regular media. Reading them (the
blogs) helped me and my Marines
prepare for the trip.”

Dustman started a photo blog,
where he’d post pictures of his
unit. Relatives visited religiously

and let him know with instant
feedback when he wasn’t getting
new pictures up fast enough. One

comment: “Where is my
Cody?1!”
Other bloggers ~encouraged

him to write more than photo cap-
tions, so he did.

In April, Dustman wrote about
flying over Baghdad. “At night
there’s hardly a flight that there’s
not someone shooting at you.

They can't see the aircraft
(hopefully), but as soon as they
hear one coming, they come out
and shoot into the air. Mainly
they’re hoping to get a lucky shot
in. A tracer flies by a window and
we’re banking and rolling, which
is kinda like gambling, they can’t
see us, we can't see them either, a
great game of Battleship in the
sky.”

Leaving Iraq, he gave a litany
of advice for soldiers heading
there.

“The biggest way to save
money on a trip to Iraq is to have
a quality battery chan,er " he
began. Later, he wrote, “Be nice
to everyone. Remember, every-
one is armed .

While some military bloggers
(or milbloggers) say their com-
manders have encouraged their on-
line literary ventures, a few say
their commanders have shut them
down.

Jason Hartley called his blog
“Just Another Soldier” and wrote
unflinchingly about everything
from his buddies’ families to the
conditions on base.

“[ think I've been duped,” he
wrote from a base in October
2003, while his unit was prepar-
ing to go to Iraq. “I'm not actually
at a modern US military installa-
tion, but Sing Sing, circa 1940.”
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“My commander had a melt-
down' when he discovered it,”
Hartley, a sergeant in the New
York National Guard, said of his
blog in an instant message. “He
demanded I take it down.”

The Pentagon has “no specific
guidelines on blogging per se,
said Cheryl Irwin, a Defense De-
partment spokeswoman. “Gener-
ally, they can do it if they are writ-

ing their blogs not on government
time and not on a government
computer. They have every right
under the First Amendment to
say any darn thing they want to
say unless they reveal classified
information, and then it becomes
an issue as a security violation.”
Military bloggers say they’re
careful not to reveal any informa-
tion that would be useful to ene-

mies. “Nowhere does either blog
say where I was or give out full
names of anybody but myself,”
Dustman said.

Dustman also said, “Most peo-
ple do have their minds made